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Inclusion within the UK has been developing over a number of years with the Disability
Discrimination Act 1995 being replaced by the Equality Act in 2010. Accessibility and inclusion
for people with disabilities is a firm policy of Government and the aspirations and expectations
of the general public. Its achievement is dependent upon the availability of barrier free
environments and supportive mechanisms in delivering content and managing resources.

The government, as part of their commitment to a legacy emanating from the London 2012
Olympic and Paralympic Games has undertaken a number of initiatives to improve the training
and knowledge of the built environment professionals; including:

=  An action plan calling on construction professionals to commit to reward, promote and
train their members in inclusion.

= |nstigating BEPE, Built Environment Professionals Education, ensuring under graduate
training in inclusion.

= The creation of an Inclusion Hub within the Design Council Cabe

=  Funding pan-discipline training that will inform the entire construction professionals on
the merits and value of inclusive design.

In addition to the work being orchestrated by the Government, other initiatives continue to
develop and improve inclusion within the UK:

= Recently the Greater London Authority (GLA) revised and published the Accessible
London: Achieving an Inclusive Environment Supplementary Planning Guidance.
=  The British Standard BS8300: Design of buildings and their approaches to meet the
needs of disabled people is about to be updated.
=  The British Standards Institute is developing an External Environments BS to
complement BS8300.
= The RIBA in association with National Register of Access Consultants is developing:
o AnInclusion Overlay for the Plan of Works
o Atwo day advanced inclusion course

Inclusion is celebrated nationally through the Selwyn Goldsmith Award, which is part of the
Civic Trust Award programme. This is an annual Universal Design Award; the 2015 winner was
the Birmingham Library. Further awards are being developed to encourage and lead by
example.
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